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yenicntly -spare room for more, but 
we give these as a specimen of the 
spirit which now so generally per- 
Tades the nation. At all these meet- 
ings Protestants assisted, in large 
numberst The Catholics of the 
county of Antrim are to meet in a 
few days, in Belfast. We, trust it 
will be numerously attended hvitheir 
Protestant brethren, and that the in- 
habitants of Belfast will once more 
malse strong indications that their for- 
inerpublic spirit has notentirely deser- 
edthem andthatthe county of Antrim 
although amongthe last of the counties 
coming forward, will not be among 
the less animated on the occasion. To 
the commercial interest we may rea- 
sonably look for some renovation of 
pubttc spirit. They are less depen- 
dent on government than the landed 
interest. Assisted also by other causes, 
the influence of the militia in fui- 
iiisbingconvenient eleemosynary aids 
to the younger branches of their 
families and connections has gone 
■far to place the landed interest of 
the country in a slate of servile de- 
pendence on the smiles and favours 
of.government. 

Two corps of yeomanry in the 
■vicinity of Thnrles, commanded by 
George Lidwell, received an order 
to deposit their arms in a place of se- 
curity, on the alleged pretext, that 
they would not he secure in the houses 
of the members of tfie corps, as they 
lived at a distance from each other. 
I'he commander and both corps im- 
mediately resigned, and thus testi- 
fied that the slight pnt on them 
on account of their commander's 
spirited conduct as a magistrate sup- 
porting the legality of Catholic meet- 
icigs, had missed of its aim« and re- 
coiled on the heads of those who de- 
scend to such modes of petty irri- 
tation. 

At a period like the present, on 
which bang* the future destinies of 
these islapd»< it is natural that all 



people should look, with most ex- 
treme anxiety for the manifestation 
of the will of the Prince Regent. 
At times, a ray of hope shoots across 
onr political despondence, and an- 
ticipates the renovated glory of the 
empire, and the resurgency of the 
British constitution. In the present 
mourtiful season of distress and 
anxiety, we indulge the pleasing 
hope that we shall be one of the 
channels toannounce the commence- 
ment of a brighter and better order 
.of things. We liken ourselves, in 
fancy, to those messengers in Scan- 
dinavia, who, a:fter the long night 
and absence of the sun, are sent to 
the mountain-tops, to descry the first 
rays of returning light, and proclaim 
to the plain below, the festival of 
his resurrection. There is certainly 
a cloud of ambiguity which at pre- 
sent surrounds the conduct, and in 
consequence the character of our 
Prigcej but this may suddenly dis- 
. perse, and he may then display him- 
self in. his real qualities of candour, 
benevolence, and justice. 

Et Piter JEaesi jalnidudufli iiumptre 

Ardebat — 

Viz ea fatus erat, quum circumfusa re- 

pente, 
Sciodit se nubcs, et in scthera purgat 

ip«rtum — 
Restibt ifineas, elarajui m tuee reftJsie, 
Os humeros que Deo stmiltv*- 

DbCUMENTS. 



lElTAtT ACADEMICAJ. JN8TITBT10N. 

Soon after bis arrival in town, his ^t*. 
cellency the Lord Lieutenant received the 
following adiress /rom the Belfast Acade- 
mieal Institution, prisemed by the presi- 
dent and' a dieputation of themanagers -aiid 
Tisitors i^— 

May it f/tajevmr Bicettmey, 

We the *r«ident, Vice-Presidents, Ma- 
BagersandViiitors eif theBtlfUst ACadestaicat 
Institution haveieagerly seized the appor- 
tticity -of your -Oiace't prwence here, to 
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introduce more particularly to your no- 
tice the institution over whose interests we 
have been 'chosen to preside. We have al- 
ready had the honour of laying before 
your Grace some information respecting 
It ; and we trust that a closer examination 
will interest your Grace more strongly, in 
its favour. 

The progress of society has ever kept 
pace with the growth and decay of litera- 
ture. Its downfal was barbarism ; its re. 
vival has been civilization. By it Europe 
has acquired her superiority in the world ; 
and to it, Britain is indebted for its pre- 
(ent high rank among the nations of Eu- 
rope. To improve the state of learning is, 
therefore, to add a link to the bond of 
human felicity ; and every new establish- 
ment for extending its innueoce is an ad- 
ditional column to confirm the stability of 
our national prosperity and fame. Its in- 
fluence extends from nations to individuals; 
where rer it is cultivated, individuals, as 
well as nations, reap a harvest of .perpe- 
tual celebrity. Its seed contains the germ 
of national greatness, and the memory of 
its patrons is embalmed in its records. 

The institution, in whose favour we 
have now the honour of addressing you, 
though yet in its inf.mcy, will be found to 
possess strong claims to the regard of the 
friends of learning. Founded in a. coun- 
try which has a prescriptive right to their 
veneration, and at a time when, through 
the improved state of literature, it may rise 
at once to maturity, unrestrjuned by the 
prejudices and errors it might have con- 
tracted in a more unenlightened era, it de- 
mauds less exertion to raise it to pre-emi- 
nence and respectability : thougS faint and 
obscure at present, wien compared with 
those great lights of science which have 
so long shed an intellectual day on these 
nations, it may yet warm and enrich the 
soil whence it sprung; in its meridian 
splendour, it may reflect a beam to gild 
the name of those who have welcomed its 
dawn. With those feeBngs it has been 
commenced ; with those feelings we have 
brought it so far through the difficulties 
and discouragements necessarily attepding 
a. new experiment, and we now present 
iti to your Grace's notice, in the hope, 
that from your knowledge of its principles 
and objects at present, it may look up to 
you as an advocate and patron, when its 

claims to public support shall be again 
investigated; and We trust, that, sanc- 
tioned as it has been since its cemmexrce- 



ment by the approbation of every friend 
to learning, who has duly weiglied its 
merits, it will rise to such a height of 
literary eminence, that its establishment 
will be considered as not the least impor- 
tant circumstance occuring dixring your 
Grace's administra.i m. 

DoNEGAtt, Prcsidcia, 

To which his Grace was pleased to re- ' 
turn the following answer ; — 
iV^ Lord and Gentlemen^ 
It gives nic great satisfaction to perceive, 
that the liberality and good sense of the in- 
habitants of Belfast, liave induced them 
to establish a Seminary for Education, upon 
a scale proportioned to the wealth, pro- 
sperity, and population of this part of th': 
North of Ireland ; and, I trust, under the 
auspices of the highly respectable charac- 
ters who have been selected by the legis- 
lature, for the gove.-nment of the Belfast 
Academical Institution, an extended and 
improved course of education may be es- 
tablished, honourable to you, and calcu- 
lated to promote the best interests u: 
society. 

At a nam^raits and mpecttiUe Jlfeethg t>f the 
Cathilks of the Count if of Mcath, hi! J Aw 
gust, 29th, 1811, at til Courl-ftome, Nmiaa, 

The Right Hon. the Earl of FINGALL in 
the Chair; 

The follotving Rssolutioiis, proposed by iJi£ 

Hon. Thomas Barnewall, and seconded 

by Elias Corballv, Esq. tvere unani^ 

mously agreed to : — 

Resolved, That the Catholics of Ireland 
have, for a long series of years, borne 
with calm and patient endurance, a state 
of degradation in their native land, which 
might well have excused a warmer tune of 
complaint and indignation, than as a body 
they have ever yet manifested. 

That in their endeavours to raise them- 
selves from this degraded state, to an 
equal rank with tliesr more favoured 
countrymen, they have been animated by 
the conviction, that the redress they seek 
is not more desirable as an act of justice 
to them, than as conducive to the best 
interests of the whole commimitv, as ne- 
cessary to the advancement of us social 
happiness, the consolidation of its strength 
and the establishment of its security. 

That, whilst they are impmsed with 
this conviction, from the obvioni tendency 
of this redress, ts estinguidi jeainusies 



